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The Renew My Church BCC grouping includes All Saints — St. Anthony Parish, Nativity of Our Lord
Parish, Bridgeport Catholic Academy, St. Barbara Parish and School, St. Gabriel Parish and School, St.
Jerome Croatian Parish and School, Santa Lucia-Santa Maria Incoronata Parish and School, St. Mary of
Perpetual Help Parish, and St. Therese Chinese Catholic Church and School.

Discernment Process

In November 2018, Cardinal Cupich requested additional time for further discussion and consultation
regarding the parishes of All Saints-St. Anthony, St. Barbara, St. Mary of Perpetual Help and St. Therese
Chinese and the Archdiocesan Center for Chinese Apostolate. Since then, further discernment and
dialogue ensued concerning the best, sustainable structures for the future of the four parish communities.

Decision

Over the course of the past several weeks, Cardinal Cupich, Bishop Robert Casey, and the Archdiocese’s
Presbyteral Council met to discuss the additional input gathered during the extended period of
discernment. Based upon those discussions and prayerful consideration, a final decision was made
regarding the parish structures.

e St. Therese Chinese and St. Barbara unite to form one new parish, effective July 1, 2019. Both
churches remain open as active worship sites of the new parish. St. Therese Chinese School is the
parish school. Fr. Francis Li will be the pastor of the new parish and will work with Fr. Marat to ensure
an effective and smooth transition to the new parish model. The archdiocese will continue to work
with the community to explore potential expansion of the Archdiocesan Center for Chinese
Apostolate.

e All Saints — St. Anthony and St. Mary of Perpetual Help unite to form one new parish, effective July 1,
2019. St. Mary of Perpetual Help continues as the active worship site of the new parish. All Saints —
St. Anthony Church will close no later than June 30, 2020. Fr. Thomas Aschenbrener will be the
pastor of the new parish and will work with Fr. McQuinn to ensure an effective and smooth transition
to the new parish model, including accompanying the Hispanic community of All Saints — St. Anthony
into the new parish.

¢ Furthermore, Cardinal Cupich, archdiocesan leadership, and the Office of Catholic Schools together
affirm the decision announced in November: St. Therese Chinese School will assume responsibility
of St. Barbara School, retaining campuses at both the existing St. Therese Chinese school building
and the existing St. Barbara school building, under the St. Therese Chinese School leadership and
name. The academic program will include expanded early childhood (PreK) at the St. Barbara
campus with PreK - 8 at both sites pending enroliment. School leadership structure will consist of one
principal with two administrators - one at each site. The school will be led by the current St. Therese
Chinese School principal. The current St. Barbara principal will serve as an administrator at St.
Barbara campus and will remain involved in leadership decisions. St. Barbara faculty and staff will be
given priority status in filling positions at the expanded St. Therese Chinese School.

Next Steps
Over the next few months, the archdiocese will work with the excellent pastoral leadership of the faith

communities of each parish to ensure an orderly and smooth transition to the new structures. All parishes
of the grouping will embark upon the next phase of the renewal process to become a stronger, more
sustainable presence for the future capable of reaching more people in their work of making disciples of
Jesus Christ.
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