Mass Intentions
 
 
April 15, 2012 - Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday 
     
     
     8:00A.M.		+	Carole (Sis) Marano by Lucy Setlak
									    
 
     9:30A.M.    	+	Yok Man Hugh by Long Fong Yau
 
				
MON. April 16th                               Easter Weekday
			       
          
     8:00A.M.		+	Boon Man Lee by Rose Lee and Children
			+	Jenning Chan by Kathleen, Brian, Matt, Danny & Jon
									
 
				   
TUE. April 17th 		              Easter Weekday
         
 
     8:00A.M.			Vocations to Priesthood and Religious Life		
 
 
 
 
 
   
WED. April 18th	                         Easter Weekday
		
 
     8:00 A.M.			Poor Souls in Purgatory
			+	Horner Moy by Judy Moy
			+	James Infanto by Lucille Salerno
			+	Georgeann Ferro by Lucille Salerno
 
 
 
THU.  April 19th	                         Easter Weekday
 
 
     8:00 A.M.		+	
	
 
FRI. April 20th	                         Easter Weekday
          
     8:00 A.M.		+	Debbie Thome by the Zito Family
 
 
 
SAT. April 21st              Saint Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church	
 
 
     8:00 A.M.		+	Carole (Sis) Marano by Mary Ellyn & Frank Scalise	
			+	Deceased Friends & Relatives of Dominic Barbaro
 
     5:00 P.M.			Friends and Parishioners of St. Therese
			+	Carole Marano by Lucille Salerno
 








From the Desk of Fr. Francis
 Greetings of Christ’s Peace and Joy!  Hope you all had a blessed week.
 
 
 
 
Thank You
 
Thanks to all who have made an Easter donation to our parish this year.  An up-to-date list of donors is included in this weekend’s bulletin.  Your financial support and sacrifice is a concrete sign of your appreciation of God’s blessings in your life and your love for St. Therese.  Our Easter Collection to date is $15,830.  Last year’s Easter collection was $14,941.  It is great to see a small increase.  It will help us to meet our operating needs and hopefully some of the cost of facility repairs.  If you haven’t, but would like to make an Easter donation, you may still do so.
 
Thanks to all who helped us celebrate the Triduum and Easter:  our Liturgy Committee members, liturgical ministers, church decorators, choir, and hospitality ministers.  Your hard work and dedication are truly appreciated.  You made our celebrations so smooth and meaningful.  I enjoyed the liturgies, particularly the Easter Vigil celebration, when we had four Baptisms and six Confirmations.  Welcome and Congratulations to our new Catholics and Confirmandees!
 
Thanks to James Vittori for donating a ham and some potatoes for our Easter celebration. Thanks to Chris Notides and Jean for fixing up Mary’s figure and the horn at the base of the Marian Statue on the right side of our Church this past Wednesday. 












                                                       Devotion to Divine Mercy
 
Pope John Paul II instituted the Feast Day of the Divine Mercy Sunday in 2000.  It encourages us to bathe in the inconceivable Mercy of our Divine Savior, asking for pardon for ourselves as well as others.  Catholics are invited to make a novena and pray the Divine Mercy chaplets, attend mass, receive Communion and make a Confession in order to have a fuller experience of the Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her: 
 
“On each day of the novena you will bring to My heart a different group of souls and you will immerse them in this ocean of My mercy ... On each day you will beg My Father, on the strength of My passion, for the graces for these souls." 
 
The different souls prayed for on each day of the novena are:  all humankind, especially sinners; the souls of priests and religious; all devout and faithful souls; those who do not believe in Jesus and those who do not yet know Him; the souls of separated brethren; the meek and humble souls and the souls of children; the souls who especially venerate and glorify Jesus' mercy; the souls who are detained in purgatory; the souls who have become lukewarm.  Please keep these intentions in our prayers as we celebrate the Divine Mercy Sunday even if we didn’t make a novena.  With all the things that are going on in our world, we need to petition for God’s mercy.
 
The story of the doubting Thomas in today’s Gospel reminds us of our needs to trust in Jesus.  This is why I always find strength and inspiration in these words:  “Jesus I trust in you,” which are inscribed in the image of the Divine Mercy. 
 
Lord, fill us with your mercy and help us to place our trust in you.
 
  Peace  ~Fr. Francis
 
 
 Renew Our Lives in Christ from the Liturgy Committee
[image: ] 













Being a part of the Liturgical Committee has been very nice for me.  I personally have been doing the Sunday, 8am Readings since I was asked over 20 years ago by Fr. Chris Wong.  I have always been proud of this, but never more proud since Fr. Francis' leadership, since he is      always very gracious and thankful.  It is very humbling when people both compliment & are thankful.                                             
                                                    
		                          ~Rose Marie Centofanti
 
For me, renewal comes when I am able to go behind the scenes with others and create a more prayerful experience for the community. When I was growing up, I always  enjoyed going to mass, because I felt that no matter how troubled I may feel, that just by being close to God during the liturgy, it creates a sense security.  The door is never closed when you are seeking answers.  I definitely feel the presence of God within me every time I serve in the liturgy, whether it be part of the choir, a lector or even decorating for a certain occasion, I feel that  it brings the community closer together and by that closeness, hopefully it may create a prayerful experience for everyone within the liturgy.                                                    
                                                                                                                 ~Jade Yee
 
As I reflect upon my involvement in the Liturgy Committee, I am always reminded of our parish's mission statement: "To sow the Gospel in every heart, cultivate unity in joy, peace, and harmony, propagate the Chinese culture, and to share the fruits of God's love."  And I think this is the essence of what we do.  By working alongside dedicated and incredibly giving members, we are able to share in a unique camaraderie, striving to spread the Word of God while keeping in mind the needs of our parishioners.  I am continually inspired and renewed by the committee's positive energy, and I truly believe that this energy radiates to the entire community through their involvement at mass, through their interaction with parishioners and visitors, and by the way they live their lives,       emanating Christ's loving qualities and maintaining a constant commitment to service.   It is a great privilege to be a part of this committee, and I look forward to contributing further as we continue to make our Liturgy a prayerful and meaningful experience!  
 
                                                                                                                     ~Christian Shiu
 
 
News and Events
 
 
 Hospitality Schedule for April 22, 2012
GREETERS:  Darlene Chan, John Moy, Gemma Wong
RECEPTION VOLUNTEERS:  Gemma, Teresa, Lushia 
 

 
 
 
 
 Cause for Hope:  Hope
Issue:
It has been nearly eight months since I started writing the "Cause for Hope” for our bulletin.  Each week, through prayer, reflection, and research, different areas of concern -- ranging from environmental sustainability and stewardship, social justice, crime, homelessness, and poverty -- are brought to the page.  With this task, my endeavor has always been to make the "issues" and "responses" relevant, engaging, and thought-provoking.  Yet ultimately, my goal is to challenge others, myself included, to find ways in which we can make a difference right here at home -- on the grassroots level.  Granted, many of the problems faced today span the globe, but nevertheless I am confident that every step towards a solution (whether big or small) is a stride towards a better tomorrow.  And if we all participate in a concerted effort, opening our hearts to Christ and allowing Him to guide us, we will truly have cause for hope!  Sometimes, though, hope seems bleak, especially amidst tragedy.  For instance, we recently heard of the active shooter at Oikos University that killed seven and left countless more wounded either physically or psychologically.  We also know of the tornado in Texas that inflicted catastrophic destruction, leaving many homeless and in dire need.  So with such devastation and heartbreak, where do we find hope?  How can we be that beacon of hope for others?  
 
Response:
Last week, we celebrated the Lord's Resurrection -- the Risen Christ!  As we recall in Scripture, Mary, Simon Peter, and John went to the tomb only to discover that Christ's body was no longer there.  But even so, they didn't know how to interpret this revelation.  In Celebrating the Eucharist, "Living Liturgy" reminds us, "Only as the risen Lord repeatedly came to them did their belief grow to encompass the vastness and richness of the significance of the empty tomb.  [And] only as the risen Lord repeatedly comes to us, does our own belief in the meaning of the empty tomb continually grow."  The same concept applies to hope.  We know what hope is, we desire it, and sometimes we feel its soothing effect, but there are still times when we can't seem to grasp its significance.  In the same way that repeated encounters with the Risen Lord helps us to believe and understand His resurrection, living continuously in union with Christ nourishes our minds, hearts, and souls, enabling us to realize that Christ, Himself, is our hope!  Fr. Francis Li, during his Easter Sunday homily, reminded us that "Faith gives us hope!  To live means to have hope.  To live means to spend the rest of our days in hope.  Easter says it is possible because the Lord is alive; the Lord is Risen; the Lord is among us."  So let us raise our needs to the Risen Lord, trusting in His goodness and mercy.  Let us also live life to the fullest, seeking and finding hope in each other through human compassion and love, especially from our six neophytes who -- with their inception into the Catholic Church -- bring us great hope and joy.  May God continue to Bless and guide them on their journey!
                                                                                                                                             - Christian Shiu
 
"“We are all made in God’s image and likeness and we are all redeemed by Jesus Christ.  If we hold each other in prayer, God will help us to dwell in his love."  - Francis Cardinal George
 
 
 
 
 
                      ♪♫ Choir Corner ♫♪          
April 15, 2012 -- Sunday of Divine Mercy—Family Mass
    
    PROCESSIONAL: #435 - SING TO THE MOUNTAINS
   OFFERTORY: #430 - I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES 
   COMMUNION: #828—I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
   RECESSIONAL: #422 - JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY
 
(Choir Rehearsal on Thursday, April 19th from 7-9pm.)
 

 
Easter 2012 Donation








Please remember in your prayers those who are 
ill, hospitalized, and homebound...
Sarah Phillips				Marie Balestri     	                  	Carmella Scanlon
Natasha Chang				Lucille Iasillo 			Carmen (Rails) Balestri 
Baby Dominic Vittori			Dominic Barbaro		    	Winnie So
Barbara McElroy				Barb Davis		     	Rose Perez
Ramona Zavala				Ken Barber		   	Nicholas Tobar
Michael Howley				Lauren Mandel 		   	Ruth Barone
Bernie Presto			       	YoYo Damico		  	Dolly Roti	
Lina Andriacchi 		            		Baby Jessa Piotrowski 	  	Sister Noel Devine 	
Su Zhen Liao			               Fr. Walter Johnson, MM		Michele Young
Sister Elizabeth Lee	     		John Galvin			Wu Wai Hing
Fr. Anthony Chen		               Barbara Maung			Lan Ying Yee
Shirley A. Bills				Roseann Gurgone			Elaine Sin
				
If you wish to add a name or remove your name from this list, please call the parish office. 
 




Feast of Divine Mercy
 
Today we celebrate a feast reminding us specifically of the wonderful mystery of God’s Mercy.  God wants all sinners to be forgiven and to experience His compassionate love given totally without us deserving this gift.  God forgives us completely out of LOVE for us.   
 
At the time of the sin of Adam and Eve, God’s first “recorded” act of Mercy was to promise a Savior to   humanity.  When we read and study the Old Testament, we see the continuing work of God always finding new ways to show mercy and forgiveness.   God acts through Abraham, Moses and many other holy people, to bring mercy to an individual or particular situation and eventually to the whole of humanity.  God’s greatest expression and action of mercy is the sending of His Son, Jesus.  Jesus expresses the mercy of God by His life, death, and resurrection.  Through Jesus we are saved from sin and given eternal life. 
 
In the year of Jubilee 2000, Pope John Paul II established the Feast of Divine Mercy, calling the entire Church to celebrate this feast on the Second Sunday after Easter.  The need for mercy and forgiveness is evident if we look around our world.  We see the many expressions of hatred, violence, wars and long held “grudges.”    Through this feast we are called to ask forgiveness and embrace God’s mercy.  We are called to be people who extend forgiveness and mercy.  We are especially called to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist. 
 
Today’s Gospel tells us of Jesus’ appearance on Easter evening.  Jesus appears to His disciples and after extending the gift of peace to them , He breathes on them and gives them the power to forgive sin as He did while on earth.  This power has been handed down to us through the sacrament of priesthood.   Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation we are freed of all sin.  The mercy of God’s forgiving grace is poured out upon us.  If you have not received this sacrament recently, take this opportune time to do so.  Trust in God’s mercy.  Embrace His forgiveness and become ambassadors of forgiveness and mercy in your daily lives.  For further information regarding this feast see St. Faustina or Pope John Paul II, Jubilee 2000 Feast of Divine Mercy on the internet.     
                                                                                                                                 - Sr. Caritas 
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